EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE UNTIL MONDAY, OCTOBER 27, 2008 10am EDT

COMMONWEALTH PoOLL

A survey of Virginians conducted by the Center for Public Policy

Contact:
Cary Funk, Survey Director and Associate Professor,

Center for Public Policy, Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
Phone 804 827 1212 Cell 703 286 9439/ E-mail: clfunk@vcu.edu

OBAMA LEADS OVER MCCAIN,
WARNER STRONG LEAD OVER GILMORE AMONG VIRGINIA VOTERS

As we enter the final days of the presidential election campaign, likely voters® in Virginia prefer
Democratic Party nominee Barack Obama, over Republican Party nominee John McCain by an 11-point
margin (51% for Obama to 40% for McCain). Further, Mark Warner, the Democratic Party candidate for
U.S. Senate holds a strong lead over his Republican opponent, Jim Gilmore (61% for Warner to 27% for
Gilmore) among likely voters. These findings are part of a new state-wide survey conducted by Virginia
Commonwealth University. The Commonwealth Poll was conducted by telephone with 902 registered
voters and 817 likely voters from October 20-22, 2008. The margin of error for the poll is plus or minus 4
percentage points for registered voters and likely voters, respectively.

“All eyes have been on Virginia voters for the first time in decades,” said Cary Funk, Ph.D., director of the
Commonwealth Poll and associate professor of the L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public
Affairs. “Obama’s lead looks strong in both Northern Virginia as well as in the Tidewater region. The
most closely divided region of the state is the central region, which includes the greater Richmond
area,” Funk said.

Voting intentions are closely aligned with party identification. Obama garners 46% to McCain’s 40%
among independents who are registered to vote. Republican voters support McCain over Obama by a
wide margin; 86% for McCain to just 10% for Obama. Similar portions of Democratic voters support
Obama (88% for Obama to 4% for McCain).

As expected, Obama has the support of nearly all African-Americans in the state (95%). McCain leads
among white voters in Virginia (51% for McCain to 39% for Obama). Among white men, McCain leads
over Obama by a 53% to 38% margin. McCain has a more narrow lead among white women; 49% of
white women support McCain, 40% support Obama.

Obama vs. McCain on the Issues
When asked which candidate would do the best job handling various issues, Obama holds an advantage
over McCain, especially on domestic issues. About six-in-ten (61%) voters see Obama as better able to

! Likely voters is based on being registered to vote, having already voted or being likely to vote, and attention to the campaign.



VCU Commonwealth Poll 10-08
Page 2

handle health care compared with 28% citing McCain. More than half of voters (54%) say Obama would
do the better job on economic issues, 32% say McCain. Obama holds a slight edge when it comes to the
war in Irag; on this issue 49% of voters say Obama would do the best job while 44% say the same about
McCain. The only issue asked about where McCain bests Obama is terrorism. 51% of voters say McCain
would do the best job handling terrorism, compared with 39% saying Obama.

Candidate Images

There is a marked contrast between the candidates in their personal images. Voters see Obama as a
candidate who will “change the way politics in Washington operates” and “cares about people like you.”
More voters see McCain, by contrast, as having the “right experience to be president”. More than
seven-in-ten voters see both candidates as someone who “stands up for what he believes in.” About
equal portions of voters describe each candidate as someone who will “make good decisions in a crisis.”

Senate Race

Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate, Mark Warner, holds a strong lead over his Republican opponent,
Jim Gilmore, among likely voters in the state. 61% of likely voters support Warner while 27% support
Gilmore. Among registered voters, Warner leads Gilmore by a 59% to 25% margin. More Virginia voters
cite the candidate’s leadership ability as critical to their vote decision in the U.S. Senate race than any
other factor asked about. 47% of all voters say leadership ability is critical in their decision for the Senate
seat. The least commonly cited factor is each candidate’s record as former governor. About three-in-ten
(31%) voters call this critical in their vote decision.

Kaine Job Performance

Opinion about the job performance of Governor Tim Kaine is down somewhat from the spring of this
year. Among those rating the governor (940 respondents), 48% call Governor Kaine’s job performance
excellent or good while 52% say it is fair or poor.

“Opinion about the Governor’s performance has held fairly steady despite the tough economic times
that the state and the nation are now going through. The VCU Commonwealth Poll shows a dip in
overall job approval with 48% of those who know enough to evaluate this issue giving Governor Kaine an
excellent or good rating, down from 54% in May,” Funk observed.

When asked about the overall direction of the state, nearly half of Virginians say the state is headed in
the wrong direction (49%) while 40% say the state is generally going in the right direction.

About the Commonwealth Poll

= State-wide survey conducted by landline telephone with a representative sample of adults in Virginia

= Conducted October 20-22, 2008

= 902 registered voters; 817 likely voters

= Margin of error is plus or minus 4 percentage points for registered respondents and likely voters, respectively
= Current and past survey reports at http://www.CommonwealthPoll.vcu.edu/
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Obama holds a lead among likely voters in the state by an 11-point margin (51% for Obama to 40% for
McCain). Among registered voters, 49% support Obama and 40% support McCain.

Presidential Vote

Obama/lean McCain/lea

to Obama to McCain
Likely voters 51% 40%
Registered 49% 40%

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Figures may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding

n Neither/ N
Other/ DK
(vol.)
9% 817
10% 902

Voting intentions are closely aligned with party identification. Obama garners 46% to McCain’s 40%
among independents who are registered to vote. Republican voters support McCain over Obama by a
wide margin; 86% for McCain to just 10% for Obama. Similar portions of Democratic voters support

Obama (88% for Obama to 4% for McCain).

As expected, Obama has the support of nearly all African-Americans in the state (95%). McCain leads
among white voters in Virginia (51% for McCain vs. 39% for Obama). Among white men, McCain leads
over Obama by a 53% to 38% margin. McCain has a more narrow lead among white women; 49% of

white women support McCain, 40% support Obama.

Two-thirds of white evangelical protestant
voters support McCain, while 21% support
Obama. Other white protestants are evenly split
between the candidates at 44% for each.

Obama has a sizeable lead in both Northern
Virginia (58% to 31%) and the Tidewater area
(55% to 34%). McCain leads in the west (38% to
54%). Voters are split in the northwest with 47%
supporting McCain and 45% for Obama. In the
central region, McCain is drawing about even
with Obama (45% for McCain and 44% for
Obama.)

Vote Choice by Region

Obama/ McCain/ Other/
lean lean Neither/
Obama McCain DK (vol.)
Northwest 45% 47% 8%
Northern VA 58% 31% 11%
West 38% 54% 8%
Central 44% 45% 11%
Tidewater 55% 34% 11%

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Based on registered voters.
Figures may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding.
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Obama holds an advantage over McCain in the intensity of support and in the proportion of voters who

say their vote is more in support of him than

against his opponent. Fully 81% of Obama Strength of Support
voters (not including leaners) describe their .
. . Do you support (Obama/McCain) strongly or only

support as strong. This compares with 61% moderately?
among McCain voters (not including leaners). ' Support Support

Obama McCain
Among Obama supporters, 81% are positive
voters, saying they are voting more for him than Strongly 81% 61%
against McCain; 13% of Obama supporters are Moderately 18% 38%
neg?tlve Yoters, saying they are mostly voting Don’t know 1% 1%
against his opponent.

100% 100%
A somewhat sma“er proportion of MCCain’s Source: Commonwealth Poll, Octgber 20-22, 2008
supporters are positive voters (70%), while 24% Base_d on reglster.ed voters._ Question not asked of those
) . . leaning toward either candidate.

say their vote is mostly against Obama.

Positive and Negative Voting

Is your choice for (Obama/McCain) more a vote FOR
(the candidate) or more a vote AGAINST (the other

candidate)?
Obama/ McCain/
lean to lean to
Obama McCain
For candidate 81% 70%
Against other 13% 24%
Don’t know 6% 6%
100% 100%

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Based on registered voters.
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Handling the Issues.
When asked which candidate would do the best job handling various issues, Obama holds an advantage

over McCain, especially on domestic issues. About six-in-ten (61%) voters see Obama as better able to
handle health care compared with 28% citing McCain. More than half of voters (54%) say Obama would
do the better job on economic issues, 32% say McCain. Obama holds a slight edge when it comes to the
war in Irag; on this issue 49% of voters say Obama would do the best job while 44% say the same about
McCain. The only issue asked about where McCain bests Obama is terrorism. 51% of voters say McCain
would do the best job handling terrorism, compared with 39% saying Obama.

Head to Head: Candidates Handling the Issues
Which candidate would do the best job of handling this issue if elected President?

Health care
Economy
Warin lraq
Terrorism

Illegal immigration

0 20 40 60 80 100
B Obama B McCain Neither (vol.) DK

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Based on registered voters




Candidate Qualities.
There is a marked
contrast between the
candidates in their
personal images.
Although both
candidates have vied
for the reputation of
being a change-agent,
most voters only see
Obama in those terms.
65% of Virginia voters
say Obama is someone
who will “change the
way politics in
Washington operates;”
26% say this doesn’t
apply to Obama. About
three-in-ten Virginia
voters (31%) say
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Change vs. Experience

Percent of registered voters saying this characteristic applies to each candidate

Right experience 72

to be president

Will change how
politics operates 65

0 20 40 60 80 100

M % says applies to Obama M % says applies to McCain

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Based on registered voters

McCain will change how politics operates, 61% say otherwise. More voters see McCain, by contrast, as
having the “right experience to be president;”72% say this about McCain while 48% say this applies to

Obama.

There is also a marked
contrast between
candidate images when
it comes to empathy.
Seven-in-ten Virginia
voters describe Obama
as someone who “cares
about people like
you,”46% say this about
McCain.

More than seven-in-ten
voters see both
candidates as someone

Cares about You

Percent of registered voters saying this characteristic applies to either candidate

46

Cares about
people like you

0 20 40 60 80 100

M % says applies to Obama M % says applies to McCain

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Based on registered voters

who “stands up for what he believes in.” About equal portions of voters describe each candidate as

IM

someone who wil
about Obama.

make good decisions in a crisis;” 60% of voters say this about McCain and 58% do so
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Obama’s Image

Percent of registered voters saying this characteristic applies to Obama
Stands up for what he believes in
Cares about people like you

Will change how politics operates
Will make good decisions in a crisis
Shares the values of Virginians

Right experience to be president

0 20 40 60 80
M All Registered

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Based on registered voters.

100

McCain’s Image

Percent of registered voters saying this characteristic applies to McCain

Stands up for what he believes in
Right experience to be president
Will make good decisions in a crisis
Shares the values of Virginians
Cares about people like you

Will change how politics operates

0 20 40 60 80
M All Registered

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Based on registered voters

100
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The U.S. Senate Race

Democratic candidate for U.S. Senate, Mark Warner, holds a strong lead over his Republican opponent,
Jim Gilmore, among likely voters in the state. 61% of likely voters support Warner while 27% support
Gilmore. Among registered voters, Warner leads Gilmore by a 59% to 25% margin.

U.S. Senate Vote

Warner/lean Gilmore/lean Neither/ N
Warner Gilmore Other/ DK
(vol.)
Likely voters 61% 27% 12% 817
Registered 59% 25% 16% 902

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008

Warner has an advantage over Gilmore in the
intensity of support from Virginia voters. About Strength of Support
half of Warner’s voters (not including leaners)

are strong supporters (52%) while 46% Do you support (Warner/Gilmore) strongly or only
(o] ()

o moderately?
moderately support Warner. More than six-in- Support Support
ten (63%) Gilmore voters (not including leaners) Warner Gilmore
moderately support the candidate; 36% strongly
support Gilmore. Strongly 52% 36%
Moderately 46% 63%
In addition, eight-in-ten Warner voters say their Don’t know 1% 1%

vote is mostly for Warner; 16% say they are
mostly voting against Gilmore. Fewer Gilmore
supporters say the same. 65% of Gilmore voters

Based on registered voters. Question not asked of those

>3y thelr.cfll0|ce 1S mostl.y a vote for Gilmore; leaning to either candidate. Figures may add to 99 or 101
29% say it is mostly against Warner. due to rounding.

100% 100%
Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008

A majority of Republican voters support Gilmore
in the Senate race (52%). Partisan loyalty is stronger among Democrats in this race with 76% of

Democratic voters supporting Warner. Warner

also bests Gilmore among independent voters Positive and Negative Voting
by 65% to 21%. Is your choice for (Warner/Gilmore) more a vote FOR
(the candidate) or more a vote AGAINST (the other
candidate)?
Warner/lean  Gilmore/lean
Warner Gilmore
For candidate 80% 65%
Against other 16% 29%
Don’t know 1% 6%
100% 100%

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Based on likely voters.
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More Virginia
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voters cite the
candidate’s
leadership ability
as critical to their
vote decision in
the U.S. Senate
race than any
other factor asked
about. 47% of all
voters say
leadership ability is
critical in their
decision for the
Senate seat. The
least commonly
cited factor is each
candidate’s record
as former
governor. About

Page 9
Senate Vote Decision
Is this critical, important, or not important to you in deciding how to vote for U.S.
Senate?
Leadership ability 49 2
Stand on the issues 52 2
Ability to work across partylines 52 7
Character as a person 54 7
Record as former Governor 56 10
0 20 40 60 80 100
M Critical Important Not important DK

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Based on registered voters. Figures may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding

three-in-ten (31%)

voters call this critical in their vote decision.

Both Warner and
Gilmore voters are
about equally likely to
cite leadership ability
and issue stands as
critical in their vote.
Warner voters are
more likely to
consider the
candidate’s ability to
work across party
lines as critical to their
vote. Gilmore voters
are more likely to
consider candidate
character as critical to
their vote.

Factors in Vote among Warner and Gilmore Voters

Percent saying each is critical in deciding how to vote for U.S. Senate among Warner
and Gilmore supporters

Leadership ability

Stand on the issues

Ability to work
across partylines

Record as former
Governor

Characteras a
person

0 20 40 60 80 100
B Warner/lean Warner B Gilmore/lean Gilmore

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008
Based on registered voters.
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Kaine Job Performance

Opinion about the job performance of Governor Tim Kaine is down somewhat from the spring of this
year. Among those rating the governor, 48% call Governor Kaine’s job performance excellent or good
while 52% say it is fair or poor. Registered voters are split 50-50 between a positive and negative
evaluation.

Job performance ratings have a partisan cast. Among those rating, 55% of Democrats give Kaine positive
marks. More than six-in-ten (63%) Republicans give the governor a negative rating. Independents are
split almost evenly with 51% saying Kaine is doing an excellent or good job and 49% saying it is fair or
poor.

“Opinion about the Governor’s performance has held fairly steady despite the tough economic times
that the state and the nation are now going through. The VCU Commonwealth Poll shows a dip in
overall job approval with 48% of those who know enough to evaluate this issue giving Governor Kaine an
excellent or good rating, down from 54% in May,” Funk observed.

Governor Job Approval

How would you rate the job Tim Kaine is doing as governor? Do you think that he is
doing an excellent, good, fair or poor job as governor?

Excellent/ Number
Rated Not rated Good Fair/Poor rating
October 2008 91% 9% 48% 52% 940
May 2008 84% 16% 54% 46% 858
April 2006 81% 19% 56% 44% 638

Source: Commonwealth Polls
Based on all adults

Overall Direction of the State

Nearly half of Virginians (49%) say the Direction of State by Income
overall direction of the state has gotten
off on the wrong track; 40% say the state All'in all, do you think things in the state are generally going in the
. . . ' . right direction, or do you feel things have gotten pretty seriously
is headed in the right direction. off on the wrong track?

Right Wrong Don't
Feelings about the overall direction of direction direction  know
the state may be related to economic All adults 40% 49% 10%
concerns. Those with lower family Family Income
!ncomes a.re more likely t'o say the .sta)te Less than $50K 32% 60% 8%
is headed in the wrong direction; six-in- . , .
ten of those with incomes under $50,000 550K to 5100K 43% 48% %
say this. A 51% majority of adults with $100K and over 51% 37% 12%
higher incomes say the state is headed in
the right direction. Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 20-22, 2008

Based on all adults
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METHOD OF THE COMMONWEALTH POLL

The Commonwealth Poll is a public opinion survey of Virginian residents about politics and public policy issues in the state. The
survey was conducted by landline telephone from October 20-22, 2008 with a randomly-selected sample of 1,024 adults living
in Virginia. The interviewing was conducted through the facilities of Princeton Data Source (PDS), a research and polling
company located in northern Virginia. They used a staff of professionally trained, paid interviewers and computer-assisted

telephone interviewing software to conduct the survey.

The sample of telephone numbers was designed so that all residential telephones, including new and unlisted numbers, had a
known chance of inclusion. The data are weighted to adjust for unequal probabilities of selection due to multiple adults living in
the household. In addition, the data are weighted on sex, race, age, education and region of residence to reflect the
demographic composition of the adult population in Virginia. Percentages reported in the text and tables are weighted, while

the number of cases shown in the tables for various subgroups is the actual number of respondents.

Questions answered by the full sample of adults are subject to a sampling error of plus or minus approximately 4 percentage
points at the 95 percent level of confidence. This means that in 95 out of 100 samples like the one used here, the results
obtained should be no more than 4 percentage points above or below the figure that would be obtained by interviewing all
Virginian residents with telephones. Where the answers of subgroups are reported, the sampling error would be higher.
Because of non-response (refusals to participate, etc.), standard calculations of sampling error are apt to understate the actual
extent to which survey results are at variance with the true population values. Surveys are also subject to errors from sources
other than sampling. While every effort is made to identify such errors, they are often difficult or impossible to measure.

Readers making use of the results are urged to be mindful of the limitations inherent in survey research.

The margin of error due to sampling at the 95% confidence level for different groups in the survey are as follows:

Sample size  Margin of error
All adults 1,024 +/- 3.9 percentage points

Registered voters 902 +/- 4.1 percentage points
Likely voters 817 +/- 4.3 percentage points
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VCU Commonwealth Poll
State-wide survey of adults in Virginians
October 20-22, 2008
Number of Respondents: 1,024°
Number Registered: 902

REGISTER: Some people are registered to vote and others are not. Are you registered to vote in Virginia at your
current address?

Oct May

2008 2008
% %
Yes 84 79
No 16 20
Unsure (Volunteered) 0 1
Don’t know/Refused 0 0

Q1. How closely are you following the presidential campaign—extremely closely, very closely, somewhat closely,
or not too closely?

All adults Registered voters
% %
Extremely closely 31 34
Very closely 34 36
Somewhat closely 23 22
Not too closely 9 7
Not at all (Volunteered) 2 1
Don’t know/Refused 1 1
N 1024 902

NO QUESTION 2
ASK Q3 THROUGH Q14 ONLY IF REGISTER=1

COMBINED FORM 1 AND FORM 2:

ASK FORM 1 ONLY:Q.3F1 Now, suppose the 2008 presidential election were being held TODAY. If you had to
choose between [READ AND ROTATE: John McCain/Barack Obama]—who would you vote for? IF FORM 1 and
OTHER, NEITHER OR DK (Q3F1 =3,4,9): Q4F1. As of TODAY, do you LEAN more to [READ AND ROTATE IN SAME
ORDER McCain/Obama]?

ASK FORM 2 ONLY: Q.3F2 Suppose the 2008 presidential election were being held TODAY. If you had to choose
between [READ AND ROTATE: John McCain for president with Sarah Palin (PAY-lin) as vice president OR /Barack
Obama for president with Joe Biden (BUY-den) as vice president] —who would you vote for? IF FORM 2 AND
OTHER, NEITHER OR DK (Q3F2 =3,4,9): Q4F2. As of TODAY, do you LEAN more to [READ AND ROTATE IN SAME
ORDER McCain and Palin (PAY-lin)/Obama and Biden (BUY-den)]?

COMBINED QUESTION FORMS WITH LEANERS

Registered voters Likely voters
% %
McCain/lean McCain 40 40
Obama/lean Obama 49 51
Other/Neither/DK (Volunteered) 10 9
N 902 817

2 n the following tables, cells that are blank contain no cases. Cells with a zero percent entry contain cases, but the percentage
is less than 0.5%. Percentages may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding.
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ASK FORM 1 ONLY

Q.3F1 Now, suppose the 2008 presidential election were being held TODAY. If you had to choose between [READ
AND ROTATE: John McCain/Barack Obama]—who would you vote for? IF FORM 1 and OTHER, NEITHER OR DK
(Q3F1 =3,4,9): Q4F1. As of TODAY, do you LEAN more to [READ AND ROTATE IN SAME ORDER McCain/Obama]?

VOTE CHOICE WITH LEANERS—FORM 1 ONLY

Registered voters Likely voters
% %
John McCain/lean McCain 40 40
Barack Obama/lean Obama 50 52
Other/Neither/DK (Volunteered) 10 8
N 448 406

ASK FORM 2 ONLY:

Q.3F2 Suppose the 2008 presidential election were being held TODAY. If you had to choose between [READ AND
ROTATE: John McCain for president with Sarah Palin (PAY-lin) as vice president OR /Barack Obama for president
with Joe Biden (BUY-den) as vice president]—who would you vote for? IF FORM 2 AND OTHER, NEITHER OR DK
(Q3F2 =3,4,9): Q4F2. As of TODAY, do you LEAN more to [READ AND ROTATE IN SAME ORDER McCain and Palin
(PAY-lin)/Obama and Biden (BUY-den)]?

VOTE CHOICE WITH LEANERS—FORM 2 ONLY

Registered voters Likely voters
% %
John McCain/lean McCain 41 41
Barack Obama/lean Obama 49 49
Other/Neither/DK (Volunteered) 10 9
N 454 411

ASK IF Q3F1 or Q3F2 =1, 2:
Q.5 Do you support (INSERT PRESIDENTIAL CHOICE FROM Q.3—LAST NAME ONLY) strongly or only moderately?

Registered voters

Obama voters McCain voters
% %
Strongly 81 61
Moderately 18 38
Don’t know/Refused 1 1

IF RESPONDENT CHOSE MCCAIN (Q3F1 or Q3F2=1 OR Q4Flor Q4F2=1):

Q.6 Would you say that your choice is more a vote FOR John McCain or more a vote AGAINST Barack Obama?
IF RESPONDENT CHOSE OBAMA (Q3F1 or Q3F2=2 OR Q4F1 or Q4F2=2):

Q.7 Would you say that your choice is more a vote FOR Barack Obama or more a vote AGAINST John McCain?
IF DON’T KNOW BECAUSE NOT SURE OF VOTE CHOICE, PROBE: Do you lean towards McCain/Obama more as a
vote FOR (John McCain/Barack Obama) or more as a vote AGAINST (Barack Obama/John McCain)?

Registered voters Registered voters

Obama/lean Obama McCain/lean McCain
% %
FOR Obama 81 FOR McCain 70
AGAINST McCain 13 AGAINST Obama 24
Don’t know/Refused 6 Don’t know/Refused 6

NO QUESTION 8
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Q9. Now I'm going to mention a few issues and for each one, please tell me if you think (ROTATE: John McCain or
Barack Obama) would do the best job of handling that issue if they were elected President. (INSERT ITEMS;
RANDOMIZE)

Registered voters

Neither DK/Refused
John McCain Barack Obama (Volunteered) (Volunteered)
% % % %
a. Terrorism 51 39 2 8
b. The economy 32 54 5 9
c. lllegal immigration 38 39 5 18
d. The warin Iraq 44 49 1 6
e. Health care 28 61 3 8

ROTATE Q10 and Q11
Q10. Thinking about the following characteristics and qualities, please say whether you think it applies or does not
apply to Barack Obama: (First,) (INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE) What about [INSERT ITEM]? [READ FOR FIRST ITEM
THEN IF NECESSARY: Would you say this applies or does not apply to Barack Obama?]

Registered voters

Applies Does Not Apply DK/Refused

% % %
a. Has the right experience to be president 48 45 7
b. Cares about people like you 70 24 6
c. Shares the values of Virginians 58 29 13
d. Will change the way politics in Washington operates 65 26 9
e. Will make good decisions in a crisis 58 29 13
f. Stands up for what he believes in 78 15 7

Q11. Thinking about the following characteristics and qualities, please say whether you think it applies or does not
apply to John McCain: (First,) [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE]. What about [INSERT ITEM]? [READ FOR FIRST ITEM
THEN AS IF NECESSARY: Would you say this applies or does not apply to John McCain?]

Registered voters

Applies Does Not Apply DK/Refused

% % %
a. Has the right experience to be president 72 23 5
b. Cares about people like you 46 47 8
c. Shares the values of Virginians 52 35 13
d. Will change the way politics in Washington operates 31 61 8
e. Will make good decisions in a crisis 60 33 7
f. Stands up for what he believes in 74 21 5

NO QUESTIONS 12 THROUGH 14
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ASK ALL:

On another topic.

Q15. How closely are you following the election campaign for U.S. Senate in Virginia—extremely closely, very
closely, somewhat closely, or not too closely?

All adults Registered voters
% %
Extremely closely 6 6
Very closely 12 14
Somewhat closely 32 34
Not too closely 44 41
Not at all (Volunteered) 6 5
Don’t know/Refused 1 0
N 1024 902

ASK Q16 THROUGH Q25 ONLY IF REGISTER=1:

Q.16  Suppose the 2008 election for U.S. Senate were being held TODAY. If you had to choose between [READ
AND ROTATE: Jim Gilmore/Mark Warner]—who would you vote for? IF OTHER, NEITHER OR DK (Q16 =3,4,9):
Q17. As of TODAY, do you LEAN more to [READ AND ROTATE IN SAME ORDER Gilmore/Warner]?

VOTE CHOICE WITH LEANERS

Registered voters Likely voters
% %
Jim Gilmore/lean Gilmore 25 27
Mark Warner/lean Warner 59 61
Other/Neither/DK (Volunteered) 16 12
N 902 817

ASKIF Q16 =1,2:
Q.18 Do you support (INSERT SENATE CHOICE FROM Q.16—LAST NAME ONLY) strongly or only moderately?

Registered voters

Gilmore voters Warner voters
% %
Strongly 36 52
Moderately 63 46
Don’t know/Refused 1 1

IF RESPONDENT CHOSE GILMORE (Q16=1 OR Q17=1):

Q.19 Would you say that your choice is more a vote FOR Jim Gilmore or more a vote AGAINST Mark Warner?

IF RESPONDENT CHOSE WARNER (Q16=2 OR Q17=2):

Q.20 Would you say that your choice is more a vote FOR Mark Warner or more a vote AGAINST Jim Gilmore?

IF DON’T KNOW BECAUSE NOT SURE OF VOTE CHOICE PROBE: Do you lean towards (Gilmore/Warner) more as a
vote FOR (Jim Gilmore/Mark Warner) or more as a vote AGAINST (Mark Warner/Jim Gilmore)?

Registered voters Registered voters

Gilmore/lean Gilmore Warner/lean Warner
% %
FOR Gilmore 65 FOR Warner 80
AGAINST Warner 29 AGAINST Gilmore 16

Don’t know/Refused 6 Don’t know/Refused 4
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Q21.Please tell me whether each of the following is critical, important, or not important to you personally in
deciding which candidate for U.S. Senate to vote for. (First,) [INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE]. READ IF NECESSARY: Is

that critical, important, or not important to you in deciding which candidate for U.S. Senate to vote for?

Registered voters

Critical Important Not important DK/Refused
% % % %
a. His character as a person 36 54 7 3
b. His stand on the issues 42 52 2 5
c. His record as a former Governor of Virginia 31 56 10 3
d. His ability to work across party lines in the Senate 37 52 7 4
e. His leadership ability 47 49 2 2

NO QUESTIONS 22 THROUGH 25

ASK ALL:

Thinking about state of Virginia as a whole.

Q.26 Allin all, do you think that things in the state are generally going in the right direction, or do you feel things
have gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

All adults Registered voters
% %
Right direction 40 41
Wrong direction 49 49
Don’t know/Refused 10 9
N 1024 902

Q.27 How would you rate the job Tim Kaine is doing as Governor? Do you think that he is doing an excellent,
good, fair, or poor job as Governor?

Among those Democrats Republicans Independents
All adults who rated’ who rated who rated who rated

% % % % %
Excellent 8 8 13 3 10
Good 36 39 42 35 41
Fair 35 39 38 44 36
Poor 12 14 8 19 13
Don’t know 9
N 1024 940 301 252 334

NO QUESTION 28

ASK IF REGISTER=1:
Q29. Now thinking about the election this November. As of today, would you say you will definitely vote, probably
vote, probably will NOT vote, or definitely will NOT vote this November?

Registered voters

%

Definitely WILL 89
Probably WILL
Probably will NOT
Definitely will NOT
Already voted (Volunteered)
Don’t know/Refused

[ = =N

3 Collapsed categories for job approval ratings shown elsewhere in the report may not match the simple sum of these
categories due to rounding.
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ASK ALL:
| have just a few more questions to help us classify your answers.
PID1. Do you normally consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican or an independent?

All adults Registered voters
% %
Democrat 34 34
Republican 27 28
Independent 33 34
Something else (Volunteered) 1 1
Don’t know/Refused 4 3

ASK IF PID1=3,4,9:
PID2. Do you think of yourself as closer to the Democratic party or to the Republican party?
PARTY ID WITH LEANERS

All adults Registered voters
% %
Democrat/lean Democrat 47 48
Republican/lean Republican 40 39
Independent—refused to lean 13 13

ASK ALL:

Page 17

LIB1. How would you describe your views on most political matters? Do you consider yourself liberal, moderate, or

conservative?

All adults Registered voters
% %
Liberal 19 19
Moderate 43 43
Conservative 31 33

Don’t know/Refused 7 5
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Tables of Results by Selected Subgroups4
Presidential Vote with leaners
McCain/lean Obama/lean  Other/Neither Number of
McCain Obama /DK vol cases
All registered voters 40% 49% 10% 902
Likely voters Likely voters 40% 51% 9% 817
VA Region Northwest 47% 45% 8% 116
Northern VA 31% 58% 11% 249
West 54% 38% 8% 179
South Central 45% 44% 11% 158
Tidewater 34% 55% 11% 200
Party identification Democrat 4% 88% 8% 289
Republican 86% 10% 4% 250
Independent 40% 46% 14% 320
Gender Men 42% 48% 10% 407
Women 39% 51% 10% 495
Race White 51% 39% 10% 696
Black 1% 95% 4% 127
Race by Gender White men 53% 38% 9% 318
White women 49% 40% 12% 378
Education H.S. or less 41% 49% 10% 270
Some college 33% 49% 18% 207
College grad 49% 45% 6% 240
Post-college 37% 57% 6% 180
Family Income Under $50,000 30% 60% 9% 264
S50K to under $100K 47% 43% 10% 243
$100,000 or more 47% 46% 7% 226
Age 18-44 37% 53% 10% 231
45-64 42% 51% 6% 405
65 and older 47% 35% 18% 238
Religi
elglonamong  \white Evangelical Prot. 66% 21% 13% 239
whites
White mainline Protestant 44% 44% 11% 197
White Catholic 60% 34% 6% 102
White secular 27% 65% 9% 108

Based on registered voters

*In the following tables, cells that are blank contain no cases. Cells with a zero percent entry contain cases, but the percentage

is less than 0.5%. Percentages may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding.
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Senate Vote 2008 with leaners
Gilmore/ Warner/lean Other/Neither/  Number of
leanGilmore Warner DK vol cases
All registered voters 25% 59% 16% 902
Likely voters Likely voters 27% 61% 12% 817
VA Region Northwest 24% 55% 20% 116
Northern VA 22% 60% 18% 249
West 32% 59% 9% 179
South Central 31% 56% 13% 158
Tidewater 20% 63% 17% 200
Party identification Democrat 6% 76% 18% 289
Republican 52% 34% 14% 250
Independent 21% 65% 14% 320
Gender Men 28% 58% 14% 407
Women 23% 60% 16% 495
Race White 29% 56% 15% 696
Black 14% 66% 20% 127
Race by Gender White men 32% 56% 12% 318
White women 27% 56% 17% 378
Education H.S. or less 27% 55% 18% 270
Some college 20% 63% 17% 207
College grad 33% 58% 9% 240
Post-college 18% 66% 16% 180
Family Income Under $50,000 24% 58% 18% 264
S50K to under $100K 29% 59% 12% 243
$100,000 or more 23% 62% 15% 226
Age 18-44 24% 56% 21% 231
45-64 26% 62% 12% 405
65 and older 28% 62% 10% 238
Religi
eliglon among White Evangelical Prot.  37% 50% 14% 239
whites
White mainline Prot. 24% 59% 16% 197
White Catholic 36% 53% 10% 102
White secular 11% 67% 21% 108

Based on registered voters
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Q9a. Please tell me if you think [ROTATE: John McCain /
Barack Obama] would do the best job of handling this
issue if they were elected President. -- Terrorism
John Barack Neither Number of
McCain Obama (voL.) Don’t know cases
All registered voters 51% 39% 2% 8% 902
Party Democrat 18% 75% 1% 7% 289
identification Republican 89% 6% 1% 5% 250
Independent 53% 34% 3% 10% 320
Presidential Vote McCain/Iean 96% 1% 1% 3% 364
McCain
Obama/lean 15% 77% 2% 7% 440
Obama
her/Neith
Other/Neither/ 55% 7% 4% 35% 98
DK vol
Based on registered voters
Q9b. Please tell me if you think [ROTATE: John McCain / Barack
Obama] would do the best job of handling this issue if they were
elected President. -- The economy
Number
John McCain Barack Obama Neither (VOL.) Don’t know  of cases
All registered voters 32% 54% 5% 9% 902
Party Democrat 5% 88% 2% 6% 289
identification  pepuyplican 66% 20% 4% 11% 250
Independent 32% 50% 8% 10% 320
Presidential McCa!n/Iean 75% 10% 59% 10% 364
Vote McCain
Obama/lean 1% 95% 1% 3% 440
Obama
Other/Neither/ 10% 28% 22% 40% 98
DK vol

Based on registered voters
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Q9c. Please tell me if you think [ROTATE: John McCain /
Barack Obama] would do the best job of handling this
issue if they were elected President. -- lllegal
immigration
John Barack Neither Number of
McCain Obama (voL.) Don’t know cases
All registered voters 38% 39% 5% 18% 902
Party Democrat 12% 69% 5% 14% 289
identification Republican 69% 8% 5% 18% 250
Independent 35% 37% 7% 21% 320
Presidential Vote McCain/I
resiaential vote MEC:;E/ ean 75% 4% 5% 16% 364
83:2:/ lean 9% 72% 4% 14% 440
gih\i;l/ Neither/ 30% 15% 11% 45% 98
Based on registered voters
Q9d. Please tell me if you think [ROTATE: John McCain /
Barack Obama] would do the best job of handling this
issue if they were elected President. -- The war in Iraq
John Barack Neither Number of
McCain Obama (voL.) Don’t know cases
All registered voters 44% 49% 1% 6% 902
Party Democrat 10% 85% 1% 4% 289
identification Republican 85% 9% 1% 59% 250
Independent 41% 49% 2% 9% 320
Presidential Vote mig:::/lean 88% 5% 1% 59% 364
I
83:22/ ean 7% 89% 1% 3% 440
Other/Neith
o \'i;l/ either/ 45% 24% 4% 27% 98

Based on registered voters
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Q9e. Please tell me if you think [ROTATE: John McCain /
Barack Obama] would do the best job of handling this
issue if they were elected President. -- Health care
John Barack Neither Number of
McCain Obama (voL.) Don’t know cases
All registered voters 28% 61% 3% 8% 902
Party Democrat 3% 93% 2% 3% 289
identification Republican 62% 25% 4% 9% 250
Independent 26% 59% 5% 10% 320
Presidential Vote ngz;:/lean 67% 18% 6% 10% 364
83222/ lean 1% 97% 0% 2% 440
g;h\i;l/ Neither/ 7% 54% 10% 30% 98
Based on registered voters
Q10a. Has the right experience to be president
-- Would you say this applies or does not apply
to Barack Obama?
No, does not
Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
All registered voters 48% 45% 7% 902
Party identification =~ Democrat 79% 16% 5% 289
Republican 15% 80% 6% 250
Independent 46% 44% 10% 320
Presidential Vote McCain/lean McCain 8% 88% 4% 364
Obama/lean Obama 86% 10% 4% 440
Other/Neither/DK vol 20% 42% 37% 98

Based on registered voters
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Q10b. Cares about people like you -- Would
you say this applies or does not apply to Barack
Obama?

No, does not

All registered voters

Party identification

Presidential Vote

Democrat
Republican
Independent

McCain/lean McCain
Obama/lean Obama
Other/Neither/DK vol

Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
70% 24% 6% 902
94% 4% 2% 289
46% 48% 6% 250
68% 23% 9% 320
40% 54% 6% 364
97% 1% 1% 440
61% 13% 27% 98

Based on registered voters

Q10c. Shares the values of Virginians -- Would
you say this applies or does not apply to Barack

All registered voters

Party identification

Presidential Vote

Democrat
Republican

Independent

MccCain/lean McCain
Obama/lean Obama
Other/Neither/DK vol

Obama?
No, does not
Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
58% 29% 13% 902
84% 7% 9% 289
28% 58% 14% 250
57% 27% 16% 320
27% 63% 10% 364
87% 4% 9% 440
40% 20% 40% 98

Based on registered voters
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Q10d. Will change the way politics in
Washington operates -- Would you say this
applies or does not apply to Barack Obama?

No, does not

Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
All registered voters 65% 26% 9% 902
Party identification = Democrat 85% 11% 4% 289
Republican 44% 43% 13% 250
Independent 64% 27% 9% 320
Presidential Vote McCain/lean McCain 38% 49% 13% 364
Obama/lean Obama 90% 7% 3% 440
Other/Neither/DK vol 52% 30% 18% 98

Based on registered voters

Q10e. Will make good decisions in a crisis --
Would you say this applies or does not apply to
Barack Obama?

No, does not

Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases

All registered voters 58% 29% 13% 902
Party identification =~ Democrat 91% 6% 3% 289
Republican 22% 61% 17% 250

Independent 57% 25% 18% 320

Presidential Vote McCain/lean McCain 16% 65% 20% 364
Obama/lean Obama 97% 1% 2% 440

Other/Neither/DK vol 40% 18% 42% 98

Based on registered voters
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Q10f. Stands up for what he believes in --
Would you say this applies or does not apply to
Barack Obama?

No, does not

All registered voters

Party identification

Presidential Vote

Democrat
Republican

Independent

McCain/lean McCain
Obama/lean Obama
Other/Neither/DK vol

Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
78% 15% 7% 902
94% 5% 2% 289
63% 29% 8% 250
76% 14% 10% 320
56% 34% 10% 364
97% 2% 1% 440
70% 7% 23% 98

Based on registered voters

Ql1a. Has the right experience to be president
-- Would you say this applies or does not apply
to John McCain?

No, does not

All registered voters

Party identification

Presidential Vote

Democrat
Republican

Independent

McCain/lean McCain
Obama/lean Obama
Other/Neither/DK vol

Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
72% 23% 5% 902
53% 43% 1% 289
94% 2% 1% 250
74% 22% 1% 320
96% 3% 1% 364
54% 42% 1% 440
67% 14% 20% 98

Based on registered voters
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Q11b. Cares about people like you -- Would
you say this applies or does not apply to John
McCain?

No, does not

Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
All registered voters 46% 47% 8% 902
Party identification = Democrat 19% 75% 5% 289
Republican 72% 20% 8% 250
Independent 49% 42% 9% 320
Presidential Vote McCain/lean McCain 80% 14% 6% 364
Obama/lean Obama 19% 77% 4% 440
Other/Neither/DK vol 37% 32% 31% 98

Based on registered voters

Q1l1c. Shares the values of Virginians -- Would
you say this applies or does not apply to John
McCain?

No, does not

Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
All registered voters 52% 35% 13% 902
Party identification =~ Democrat 25% 62% 13% 289
Republican 79% 9% 12% 250
Independent 55% 30% 15% 320
Presidential Vote McCain/lean McCain 87% 6% 7% 364
Obama/lean Obama 26% 61% 13% 440
Other/Neither/DK vol 42% 23% 35% 98

Based on registered voters
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Q11d. Will change the way politics in
Washington operates -- Would you say this
applies or does not apply to John McCain?

No, does not

Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
All registered voters 31% 61% 8% 902
Party identification = Democrat 14% 83% 3% 289
Republican 56% 36% 8% 250
Independent 30% 59% 11% 320
Presidential Vote McCain/lean McCain 58% 32% 9% 364
Obama/lean Obama 13% 84% 4% 440
Other/Neither/DK vol 17% 61% 21% 98

Based on registered voters

Ql1e. Will make good decisions in a crisis --
Would you say this applies or does not apply to
John McCain?

No, does not

Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
All registered voters 60% 33% 7% 902
Party identification Democrat 31% 63% 6% 289
Republican 91% 6% 3% 250
Independent 63% 27% 10% 320
Presidential Vote McCain/lean McCain 96% 2% 2% 364
Obama/lean Obama 31% 63% 6% 440
Other/Neither/DK vol 58% 11% 31% 98

Based on registered voters
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Q11f. Stands up for what he believes in --
Would you say this applies or does not apply to
John McCain?
No, does not

Yes, applies apply Don’t know Number of cases
All registered voters 74% 21% 5% 902
Party identification = Democrat 52% 42% 5% 289
Republican 93% 4% 3% 250
Independent 81% 15% 5% 320
Presidential Vote McCain/lean McCain 96% 2% 2% 364
Obama/lean Obama 57% 39% 4% 440
Other/Neither/DK vol 71% 10% 20% 98

Based on registered voters

Q26. All'in all, do you think that things in the state

are generally going in the right direction, or do you

feel things have gotten pretty seriously off on the
wrong track?

Right direction Wrong direction Don’t know Number of cases

All respondents

Registered to
vote

VA Region

Party
identification

Family Income

Registered
Not registered

Northwest
Northern VA
West

South Central
Tidewater

Democrat
Republican

Independent

Under $50,000
S50K to under $100K
$100,000 or more

40% 49% 10% 1024
41% 49% 9% 902
35% 49% 16% 122
33% 55% 11% 130
47% 39% 14% 274
38% 55% 6% 208
33% 57% 10% 175
42% 48% 10% 237
36% 56% 8% 325
43% 47% 10% 275
44% 43% 13% 361
32% 60% 8% 327
43% 48% 9% 267
51% 37% 12% 236
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Q.27 How would you rate the job
Tim Kaine is doing as Governor?

Number who

Excellent/Good Fair/Poor rated
All adults who rated 48% 52% 940
VA Region Northwest 35% 65% 116
Northern VA 56% 44% 255
West 44% 56% 191
South Central 43% 57% 163
Tidewater 50% 50% 215
Party identification Democrat 55% 45% 301
Republican 37% 63% 252
Independent 51% 49% 334
Registered to vote Registered 50% 50% 847
Not registered 33% 67% 93
Direction of state Right direction 66% 34% 426
Wrong direction 31% 69% 425

Based on all adults who rated



