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COMMONWEALTH PoOLL

A survey of Virginians conducted by the Center for Public Policy

Contact:
Cary Funk, Survey Director and Associate Professor,

Center for Public Policy, Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs
Phone 804 827 1212 Cell 703 286 9439/ E-mail: clfunk@vcu.edu

VCU POLL SHOWS MCDONNELL WITH STRONG LEAD OVER DEEDS,
PERCEPTIONS OF CANDIDATE IDEOLOGY DIFFER BY VOTE

In the final days of the gubernatorial campaign, Robert McDonnell holds an 18-point margin over his
Democratic opponent, Creigh Deeds among likely voters® in Virginia; 54% of likely voters support or lean
to McDonnell, 36% support or lean to Deeds. A 56% majority of independents say they will vote for or
lean to McDonnell while 29% of independents say they will vote for or lean to Deeds. Both candidates
do well with rank-and-file members of their respective political parties. Fully 92% of Republicans support
McDonnell, 5% support Deeds. Similarly, 81% of Democrats support Deeds, 10% support McDonnell.
McDonnell holds a lead in all regions of the state.

Gubernatorial Vote 2009

McDonnell/ Deeds/ Don’t know/
lean to McDonnell lean to Deeds no lean N
All likely voters 54% 36% 11% =100 625
Democrats 10% 81% 9% = 100 159
Republicans 92% 5% 3% =100 195
Independents 56% 29% 15% =100 240

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 21-25, 2009
Based on likely voters. Figures may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding

These findings are part of a new statewide survey conducted by Virginia Commonwealth University. The
Commonwealth Poll was conducted by landline and cell telephone from October 21-25, 2009 with a
random sample of 1,007 adults in Virginia. The survey includes 871 registered voters and 625 likely
voters. The margin of error for the poll is plus or minus 4 percentage points for all adults and registered
voters, respectively, and plus or minus 5 percentage points for likely voters.

! Likely voters is based on an index of six items: being registered to vote, intention to vote, attention to the campaign, past vote
in any election, past vote in the 2005 gubernatorial election, and frequency of voting.



While some observers have
worried about voter apathy this
year, those who are likely to
cast a ballot see important
differences between the
candidates. About two-thirds of
likely voters (65%) say it really
matters who wins the
gubernatorial election, 28% say
things will be pretty much the
same regardless of who is
elected. Both McDonnell and
Deeds’ supporters are about
equally likely to say the
outcome of the election will
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To Likely Voters, the Choice Makes a Difference

As far as making progress on the important issues facing Virginia is
concerned, do you think it really matters who wins the 2009 election for
governor, or will things be pretty much the same regardless of who is

elected governor?
Really matters Will be same Don’t know
regardless
All likely voters 65% 28% 7% =100
Gov. Vote Choice
McDonnell/lean to 68% 26% 6% = 100
McDonnell
Deeds/lean to Deeds 64% 30% 6% =100

matter when it comes to

making progress on important

issues facing the state.

Polarized Alternatives
There is a marked
contrast in how voters
see the ideological
leanings of the
candidates. Nearly
seven-in-ten (68%)
likely voters see
McDonnell as
conservative or very
conservative, while 16%
call him moderate and
7% say he is liberal.
Views of Deeds are
more divided. 44% of
likely voters say Deeds
is either liberal or very
liberal while 32% say
Deeds is moderate and
8% say he is conservative.

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 21-25, 2009
Based on likely voters.

Perceptions of Candidate Ideology

Percent of likely voters saying each candidate is very conservative, conservative,
moderate, liberal or very liberal

0 20 40 60 80 100
M Liberal/veryliberal

Deeds is... 32

Moderate M Conservative/very conservative DK

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 21-25, 2009
Based on likely voters. . Figures may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding
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Each candidate’s supporters take a very different view of the ideological bent of the two candidates.
Those supporting McDonnell in the upcoming election are more likely to see his opponent, Deeds, as
liberal; 64% of McDonnell’s supporters say Deeds is either liberal or very liberal. In contrast, among
Deeds supporters just 21% call him liberal while 55% say Deeds is moderate.

Perceptions of Deeds’ Ideology by Vote Choice

From what you’ve heard or read, would you say Creigh Deeds is very conservative, conservative,
moderate, liberal, or very liberal?

Very Conservative/Very Don’t
liberal/Liberal Moderate conservative know
Likely voters for...
McDonnell/lean to 64% 18% 5% 13%=100
McDonnell
Deeds/lean to Deeds 21% 55% 15% 8% =100

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 21-25, 2009
Based on likely voters . Figures may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding

Views of McDonnell’s ideology are also related to the vote. Deeds supporters are split between seeing
his opponent, McDonnell, as either “very conservative” (38%) or “conservative” (31%). Among
McDonnell’s likely voters, about seven-in-ten say he is “conservative” (69%) but just 6% think McDonnell
is “very conservative”.

Perceptions of McDonnell’s Ideology by Vote Choice

From what you’ve heard or read, would you say Bob McDonnell is very conservative, conservative,
moderate, liberal, or very liberal?

Very Very Don’t
liberal/Liberal Moderate Conservative conservative know
Likely voters for...
McDonnell/lean to 2% 20% 69% 6% 4% =100
McDonnell
Deeds/lean to Deeds 14% 10% 31% 38% 7% =100

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 21-25, 2009
Based on likely voters

“The controversy over McDonnell’s thesis raised a number of issues about the policy positions and
ideological leanings of these candidates. It’s fascinating to see how differently Virginia voters see the
choices before them. Deeds’ supporters mostly see a choice between a moderate Democrat and a very
conservative Republican. McDonnell’s supporters mostly see a conservative, but not a very conservative,
Republican and a liberal Democrat,” said Cary Funk, Ph.D., director of the Commonwealth Poll and
associate professor of the L. Douglas Wilder School of Government and Public Affairs.
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McDonnell vs. Deeds on the Issues

When asked which candidate would do the best job handling a set of five issues, McDonnell holds an
advantage over Deeds on all but one area—the environment. When it comes to economic development,
more say McDonnell would do a better job than Deeds (53% vs. 29% among likely voters). McDonnell is
also seen as better able to handle the state budget shortfall; half of all likely voters say McDonnell would
do a better job in this area while 29% say Deeds would do better. On transportation, an issue where the
two candidates have sparred over how to fund improvements, 47% say McDonnell while 31% say Deeds
would do the best job of handling transportation. The difference between the two candidates is less
marked when it comes to education; 47% say McDonnell and 37% say Deeds would do the better job on
education. When it comes to handling the environment, Deeds nudges out McDonnell with four-in-ten
likely voters saying Deeds would do a better job in this area while 37% say McDonnell would do better.

Head to Head: Candidates Handling the Issues
Which candidate would do the best job of handling this issue?

Econ. development

State budget
shortfall

Transportation
Education

Environment

0 20 40 60 80 100
M McDonnell M Deeds Neither (vol.) DK

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 21-25, 2009
Based on likely voters. Figures may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding




State Economic Conditions and Personal Finances
Most Virginians, including most likely voters, see the
state economy in negative terms. Seven-in-ten
Virginians call the economy only fair or poor while

27% say it is excellent or good. The public is more
optimistic about the economic outlook, however.

Fully 47% of adults in Virginia say the state economy
will be better a year from now, 38% say it will be
about the same and 9% think it will be worse. Likely
voters make similar assessments.

Nearly half of Virginians describe their personal
financial situation as excellent or good (47%) with a
similar portion (51%) saying their finances are only
fair or poor. Roughly a quarter (26%) of Virginians
says their finances have been hurt a great deal by the
economic downturn. A plurality of 46% say their
finances have been hurt some and 26% say the
downturn has had either no effect or not too much
effect on their personal finances.

Pocketbook Pains for Virginians

How would you rate your own personal financial
situation?

All adults Likely

voters
Excellent/Good 47% 58%
Only fair 37% 32%
Poor 14% 8%
Don’t know 2% 2%

100% 100%

Overall would you say the economic downturn has
hurt the financial situation of you and your family
a great deal, some, not too much, or not at all?

All adults Likely

voters
A great deal 26% 25%
Some 46% 52%
Not too much/not 26% 22%

at all

Don’t know 2% 1%

100% 100%

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 21-25, 2009
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Current Situation Not So Good...But
Optimism for the Future

How would you rate economic conditions in
Virginia today?

All adults Likely

voters
Excellent/Good 27% 29%
Only fair 47% 50%
Poor 23% 18%
Don’t know 3% 2%

100% 100%

Looking ahead a year from now, do you expect
that economic conditions in the state as a whole
will be better than they are at present, worse, or
just about the same as now?

All adults Likely
voters
Better 47% 48%
Worse 9% 10%
Same 38% 38%
Don’t know 5% 5%
100% 100%

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 21-25, 2009
Figures may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding.
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Overall Direction of the State

the state, 41% of Virginians say the state is

headed in the richt directi 44% th All'in all, do you think things in the state are generally going in the
eaded In therig Irection, 0 say the

right direction, or do you feel things have gotten pretty seriously

state is off on the wrong track and 15% are off on the wrong track?

undecided. Views about the state’s overall Right Wrong Don’t
direction are related to assessments of the direction track know
economy and personal finances as well as All adults 41% 44% 15%
partisan leanings. Those with lower

incomes and those who report being hurt Personal Finances

more by the economic downturn are more Hurt by Downturn

likely to say the state is on the wrong track. A great deal 21% 63% 16%

In addition, Republicans are more likely
than Democrats to say the state is headed
in the wrong direction.

Some 45% 42% 13%
Not too much/at all 54% 31% 15%

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 21-25, 2009
Based on all respondents

Kaine Job Performance

Opinion about the job performance of Governor Tim Kaine is down by five points from last October.
Among those with an opinion about this (930 respondents) today, 43% call Governor Kaine’s job
performance excellent or good while 57% say it is fair or poor. A year ago, 48% of those rating said
Kaine’s job performance was excellent or good, 52% said it was fair or poor.

Governor Job Evaluation

How would you rate the job Tim Kaine is doing as governor? Do you think that he is
doing an excellent, good, fair or poor job as governor?

Not Excellent/ Number
Rated rated Good Fair/Poor rating
Oct 2009 90% 10% 43% 57% =100 930
Oct 2008 91% 9% 48% 52% =100 940
May 2008 84% 16% 54% 46% =100 858
April 2006 81% 19% 56% 44% =100 638

Source: Commonwealth Polls
Based on all adults and all who rated

Independents have been split over Kaine’s job performance since early in his term but now most hold a
negative view of Kaine’s performance. In April 2006, half of independents rating the governor gave him
an excellent or good job rating. Today, 38% of independents with an opinion about this say Kaine is
doing an excellent or good job and 62% rate his job performance as fair or poor.

A majority of Democrats rate Kaine’s performance in positive terms; 61% of Democrats with an opinion
say he is doing an excellent or good job, up six points from a year ago. Among Republicans rating Kaine,
27% say he is doing an excellent or good job today, down from 38% who said the same last year.
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Kaine Job Evaluation by Party Identification

Percent of those rating who say Kaine is doing an excellent or good job

61
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Obama Job Performance
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Virginians are divided about the job performance of President Barack Obama. Overall, 49% say Obama is
doing an excellent or good job as president while 48% say his job performance is fair or poor. Opinion
about Obama is closely tied to partisan leanings. Fully 82% of Democrats rate Obama’s performance in
positive terms; the same portion of Republicans rate Obama’s performance in negative terms. Among
independents, 42% say Obama’s job performance is excellent or good while 55% say it is fair or poor.

Obama Job Evaluation

All adults

Party Identification
Democrats
Republicans

Independents

Based on all respondents

49%

82%
15%
42%

Fair/Poor

48%

17%
82%
55%

Source: Commonwealth Poll, October 21-25, 2009

How would you rate the job Barack Obama is doing as president?
Excellent/Good

Don’t know
3% =100

1%=100
4%=100
3%=100
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METHOD OF THE COMMONWEALTH POLL

The Commonwealth Poll is a public opinion survey of Virginia residents about politics and public policy issues in the state. The
survey was conducted by landline and cell telephone from October 21-25, 2009 with a randomly-selected sample of 1,007
adults living in Virginia. The interviewing was conducted through the facilities of Princeton Data Source (PDS), a research and
polling company located in northern Virginia. They used a staff of professionally trained, paid interviewers and computer-

assisted telephone interviewing software to conduct the survey.

The sample of telephone numbers was designed so that all adults in Virginia with access to either a residential landline or
cellular telephone, including new and unlisted numbers, had a known chance of inclusion. The data are weighted to adjust for
unequal probabilities of selection due to multiple adults living in landline households and for frame size of the landline and cell
phone sampling frames. In addition, the data are weighted on sex, age, education, race, Hispanic origin, region of residence and
population density to reflect the demographic composition of the adult population in Virginia. Percentages reported in the text
and tables are weighted, while the number of cases shown in the tables for various subgroups is the actual number of

respondents.

Questions answered by the full sample of adults are subject to a sampling error of plus or minus approximately 4 percentage
points at the 95 percent level of confidence. This means that in 95 out of 100 samples like the one used here, the results
obtained should be no more than 4 percentage points above or below the figure that would be obtained by interviewing all
Virginia residents with telephones. Where the answers of subgroups are reported, the sampling error would be higher. Because
of non-response (refusals to participate, etc.), standard calculations of sampling error are apt to understate the actual extent to
which survey results are at variance with the true population values. Surveys are also subject to errors from sources other than
sampling. While every effort is made to identify such errors, they are often difficult or impossible to measure. Readers making

use of the results are urged to be mindful of the limitations inherent in survey research.

The margin of error due to sampling at the 95 percent confidence level for different groups in the survey are as follows:

Sample size  Margin of error
All adults 1,007 +/- 3.9 percentage points

Registered voters 871 +/- 4.2 percentage points
Likely voters 625 +/- 4.9 percentage points
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VCU Commonwealth Poll
State-wide survey of adults in Virginia, conducted by landline and cell telephone
October 21-25, 2009
Number of Respondents: 1,007
Number Registered: 871
Number Likely Voters: 625

Thinking about the state of Virginia as a whole...
Q.1 All'in all, do you think that things in the state are generally going in the right direction, or do you feel things
have gotten pretty seriously off on the wrong track?

Oct 2009 Oct 2008
% %
Right direction 41 40
Wrong track 44 49
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 15 10

Q.2 How closely are you following the campaign for Governor of Virginia — extremely closely, very closely,
somewhat closely, or not too closely?

Oct 2009
All Registered
adults voters

% %
Extremely closely 8 9
Very closely 18 21
Somewhat closely 36 39
Not too closely 34 28
Not at all closely (VOLUNTEERED) 2 2
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 1 0

REGISTER. Some people are registered to vote and others are not. Are you registered to vote in Virginia at your
current address?

Oct 2009 Oct 2008 May 2008
% % %
Yes 81 84 79
No 18 16 20
Unsure (VOLUNTEERED) 0 0 1
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 0 0 0

ASK Q3 THROUGH Q10 ONLY IF REGISTER = 1
Q3 THROUGH Q4 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE

Q.5 Suppose the 2009 election for governor were being held TODAY. If you had to choose between [READ AND
ROTATE: (Bob McDonnell) and (Creigh [KREE] Deeds)] — who would you vote for?

Registered Likely

voters voters
% %
Bob McDonnell 45 51
Creigh Deeds 28 33
Other (VOLUNTEERED) 0 0
Neither (VOLUNTEERED) 5 2
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 23 15

2 n the following tables, cells that are blank contain no cases. Cells with a zero percent entry contain cases, but the percentage
is less than 0.5%. Percentages may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding.
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Q.5/Q.6 Suppose the 2009 election for governor were being held TODAY. If you had to choose between [READ
AND ROTATE: (Bob McDonnell) and (Creigh [KREE] Deeds)] — who would you vote for? IF Q5 = OTHER,
NEITHER OR DK (Q5 = 3,4,9): As of TODAY, do you LEAN more to [READ AND ROTATE IN SAME ORDER:
(McDonnell) or (Deeds)]?

VOTE CHOICE WITH LEANERS

Registered Likely voters
voters
% %
Bob McDonnell /lean McDonnell 48 54
Creigh Deeds /lean Deeds 32 36
Other/Neither/DK (VOLUNTEERED) 20 11

Q.7A As far as making progress on the important issues facing Virginia is concerned, do you think it really matters
who wins the 2009 election for governor, or will things be pretty much the same regardless of who is elected

governor?
Registered Likely
voters voters
% %
Really matters who wins 53 65
Things will be pretty much the same regardless 39 28
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 8 7

COMBINED Q.7A/7B As far as making progress on the important issues facing Virginia is concerned, do you think it
really matters who wins the 2009 election for governor, or will things be pretty much the same regardless of
who is elected governor? ASK IF Q7A=1: Would you say it matters who wins a great deal, somewhat, or not

too much?
Registered Likely
voters voters
Q7A AND Q7B COMBINED % %
Really matters who wins-a great deal 36 47
Really matters who wins- somewhat 16 16
Really matters who wins- not too much 1 1
Really matters--don’t know how much 1 1
Things will be pretty much the same regardless 39 28
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 8 7

Q8. Regardless of how you may vote, as | name a few issues facing Virginia, please tell me which candidate --
[ROTATE: Bob McDonnell or Creigh [KREE] Deeds— you think would do the best job handling this issue. First,
[INSERT ITEM; RANDOMIZE]... READ IF NECESSARY: Who do you think would do the best job of handling
[INSERT ITEM] [IF NECESSARY: — (McDonnell or Deeds)]?

Neither
Bob McDonnell Creigh Deeds (Volunteered) DK/Refused
AMONG REGISTERED VOTERS % % % %
a. Education 40 33 3 25 =100
b. Economic development 45 25 3 27 =100
¢. Transportation 40 28 3 29 =100
d. The state budget shortfall 42 26 4 27 =100
e. The environment 31 34 3 32=100
Neither
Bob McDonnell Creigh Deeds (Volunteered) DK/Refused
AMONG LIKELY VOTERS % % % %
a. Education 47 37 3 13 =100
b. Economic development 53 29 3 15=100
¢. Transportation 47 31 3 19=100
d. The state budget shortfall 50 29 4 16 =100
e. The environment 37 40 2 21 =100
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ROTATE ORDER Q9 and Q10
Q.9 From what you’ve heard or read, would you say Bob McDonnell is very conservative, conservative, moderate,
liberal or very liberal?

Registered Likely

voters voters
% %
Very conservative 15 17
Conservative 43 51
Moderate 16 16
Liberal 6 6
Very liberal 2 1
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 18 10

Q.10 From what you’ve heard or read, would you say Creigh [KREE] Deeds is very conservative, conservative,
moderate, liberal or very liberal?

Registered Likely

voters voters
% %
Very conservative 2 2
Conservative 8 6
Moderate 28 32
Liberal 29 33
Very liberal 9 11
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 23 16

ASK ALL:
Q11. How would you rate the job Tim Kaine is doing as Governor? Do you think that he is doing an excellent,
good, fair, or poor job as Governor?

All Among those
adults who rated
% %
Excellent 7 8
Good 31 35
Fair 37 40
Poor 15 17
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 10 --
TRENDS
Rated Not Rated Excellent or Fair or Poor Number who
Good rated
October 2009 90% 10% 43% 57% 930
October 2008 91% 9% 48% 52% 940
May 2008 84% 16% 54% 46% 858

April 2006 81% 19% 56% 44% 638
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Q12. How much attention do you pay to the state legislative activities and decisions of the Virginia General
Assembly — a lot, some, not too much, or not at all?

Oct 2009 Dec 2008 May 2008
% % %
Alot 12 16 15
Some 42 49 43
Not too much 29 23 28
Not at all 16 11 13
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 1 1 2

Q13. Overall, do you think the financial management of state government in Virginia is excellent, very good, good,
fair, or poor?

Oct Dec May April Sept April
2009 2008 2008 2006 2004 2004
% % % % % %
Excellent/Very good 10 12 11 23 12 10
Good 31 34 27 35 32 31
Fair 36 32 36 26 32 32
Poor 16 14 16 10 11 19
Don’t know/Refused 7 7 10 6 13 7

On another subject.

Q14. How would you rate the job Barack Obama is doing as President? Do you think that he is doing an excellent,
good, fair, or poor job as president?

All adults
%
Excellent 20
Good 30
Fair 23
Poor 25
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 3

Note: Collapsed categories shown elsewhere in the report do no match simple sum of categories due to rounding.

Thinking about the economy...
Q.16 How would you rate economic conditions in VIRGINIA today -- excellent, good, only fair, or poor?

All adults
%
Excellent 1
Good 26
Only fair 47
Poor 23
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 3

Q.17 Looking ahead a year from now, do you expect that economic conditions in the state as a whole will be better
than they are at present, worse, or just about the same as now?

All adults
%
Better 47
Worse 9
About the same 38

Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 5
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Q.18 How would you rate your own personal financial situation? Would you say you are in excellent shape, good
shape, only fair shape or poor shape financially?

All adults
%
Excellent 8
Good 39
Only fair 37
Poor 14
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 2

Q.19 Overall, would you say the economic downturn has hurt the financial situation for you and your family a
great deal, some, not too much, or not at all?

All adults
%
A great deal 26
Some 46
Not too much 18
Not at all 8
Don’t Know/Refused (DO NOT READ) 2

ASK IF REGISTER=1:
Q20 THROUGH Q21 HELD FOR FUTURE RELEASE

ASK ALL:
PID1. Do you normally consider yourself a Democrat, a Republican or an Independent?
Oct 2009 Average 2008*

% %
Democrat 34 32
Republican 25 26
Independent 34 35
Don’t Know/Refused/ Something else (volunteered) 7 8

IF RESPONSE IS INDEPENDENT, SOMETHING ELSE, DK/REF THEN ASK:
PID2. Do you think of yourself as closer to the Democratic party or to the Republican party?

PARTY ID WITH LEANERS
Oct 2009 Average 2008*

% %
Democrat or lean Democrat 46 46
Republican or lean Republican 40 38
Independent--refused to lean 14 16

ASK ALL:
LIB1. How would you describe your views on most political matters? Do you consider yourself liberal, moderate, or
conservative?
Oct 2009 Average 2008*

% %
Liberal 17 19
Moderate 42 42
Conservative 35 32
Don’t Know/No Answer 6 7

*Average 2008 results are based on aggregating the May, October and December 2008 surveys, N=3,029
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Tables of Results by Selected Subgroups3
Q5/Q6 Gov Vote with Leaners
McDonnell/lean  Deeds/lean Don’t know/ Number of
McDonnell Deeds no lean cases
All likely voters 54% 36% 11% 625
VA Region Northwest 58% 27% 15% 104
Northern VA 54% 38% 8% 124
West 50% 37% 12% 148
South Central 56% 35% 8% 121
Tidewater 51% 38% 11% 128
Party Democrat 10% 81% 9% 159
identification Republican 92% 5% 3% 195
Independent 56% 29% 15% 240
Gender Men 61% 29% 11% 331
Women 47% 42% 11% 294
Race by Gender  White men 67% 24% 10% 289
White women 56% 34% 10% 239
Age 18-44 54% 34% 13% 139
45-64 54% 38% 9% 290
65 and older 52% 39% 9% 182
Education H.S. or less 56% 34% 10% 158
Some college 54% 30% 16% 164
College grad or more 51% 41% 8% 300
Family Income Under $50,000 42% 45% 12% 182
$50K to under $100K 59% 31% 10% 177
$100,000 or more 59% 32% 9% 151
Religi White E lical
e .|g|on among ite Evangelica 77% 129% 11% 201
whites Protestant
White mainline Protestant 58% 35% 8% 155
All other whites 48% 41% 10% 169

Based on likely voters

®Inthe following tables, cells that are blank contain no cases. Cells with a zero percent entry contain cases, but the percentage
is less than 0.5%. Percentages may add to 99 or 101 due to rounding.
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Q1. Allin all, do you think that things in the
state are generally going in the right
direction, or do you feel things have gotten
pretty seriously off on the wrong track?
Right Wrong Number of
direction track Don’t know cases
All adults 41% 44% 15% 1007
VA Region Northwest 31% 54% 15% 166
Northern VA 56% 29% 15% 224
West 32% 54% 14% 224
South Central 35% 53% 12% 178
Tidewater 41% 42% 17% 215
Party identification Democrat 53% 28% 18% 299
Republican 28% 63% 9% 274
Independent 41% 45% 14% 360
Family Income Under $50,000 33% 51% 16% 358
S50K to under S100K 45% 41% 15% 268
$100,000 or more 47% 37% 16% 197
Amount the economic A great deal 21% 63% 16% 241
gowntlulrn.?asthurtfthe Some 45% 42% 13% 493
inancial situation for you
Not t h t at
and your family aIT 00 much/not a 54% 31% 15% 253
Likely voters Likely voters 39% 48% 12% 625
Not likely/not 43% 39% 18% 382

registered

Based on all respondents
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Q.7A As far as making progress on the important
issues facing Virginia is concerned, do you think it
really matters who wins the 2009 election for
governor, or will things be pretty much the same
regardless of who is elected?
Things will be
Really pretty much
matters who the same Number of
wins regardless Don’t know cases
All likely voters 65% 28% 7% 625
Gov Vote with McDonnell/lean 68% 26% 6% 351
Leaners McDonnell
Deeds/lean Deeds 64% 30% 6% 211
Party Democrat 64% 27% 9% 159
identification Repub|ican 68% 28% 4% 195
Independent 64% 28% 8% 240
Based on likely voters
Q8a. As | name a few issues facing Virginia, please tell
me which candidate - Bob McDonnell/Creigh Deeds
[ROTATE] — you think would do the best job handling --
Education
Bob Creigh Neither Number of
McDonnell Deeds (voL.) Don’t know cases
All likely voters 47% 37% 3% 13% 625
Gov Vote with  McDonnell/lean 81% 7% 4% 3% 351
Leaners McDonnell
Deeds/lean Deeds 5% 87% 1% 7% 211
Party Democrat 12% 74% 0% 14% 159
identification Republican 81% 9% 3% 8% 195
Independent 44% 35% 5% 17% 240

Based on likely voters
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Q8b. As | name a few issues facing Virginia, please tell
me which candidate - Bob McDonnell/Creigh Deeds
[ROTATE] — you think would do the best job handling --
Economic development
Bob Creigh Neither Number of
McDonnell Deeds (voL.) Don’t know cases
All likely voters 53% 29% 3% 15% 625
v ith  McD /1
Gov Vote wit cDonnell/lean 89% 1% 3% 7% 351
Leaners McDonnell
Deeds/lean Deeds 11% 76% 2% 11% 211
Party Democrat 12% 70% 2% 16% 159
identification Republican 88% 3% 3% 7% 195
Independent 56% 22% 3% 20% 240
Based on likely voters
Q8c. As | name a few issues facing Virginia, please tell me
which candidate - Bob McDonnell/Creigh Deeds
[ROTATE] — you think would do the best job handling --
Transportation
Bob Creigh Neither Number of
McDonnell Deeds (voL.) Don’t know cases
All likely voters 47% 31% 3% 19% 625
Gov Vote with  McDonnell/lean 81% 3% 3% 12% 351
Leaners McDonnell
Deeds/lean Deeds 5% 77% 3% 15% 211
Party Democrat 10% 67% 1% 22% 159
identification  Republican 78% 5% 2% 15% 195
Independent 50% 25% 5% 20% 240

Based on likely voters
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Q8d. As | name a few issues facing Virginia, please tell
me which candidate - Bob McDonnell/Creigh Deeds
[ROTATE] — you think would do the best job handling --
The state budget shortfall
Bob Creigh Neither Number of
McDonnell Deeds (voL.) Don’t know cases
All likely voters 50% 29% 4% 16% 625
Gov Vote with  McDonnell/lean 86% 3% 4% 7% 351
Leaners McDonnell
Deeds/lean Deeds 7% 74% 5% 15% 211
Party Democrat 12% 67% 3% 19% 159
identification Republican 83% 6% 1% 7% 195
Independent 54% 21% 6% 19% 240
Based on likely voters
Q8e. As | name a few issues facing Virginia, please tell
me which candidate - Bob McDonnell/Creigh Deeds
[ROTATE] — you think would do the best job handling --
The Environment
Bob Creigh Neither Number of
McDonnell Deeds (voL.) Don’t know cases
All likely voters 37% 40% 2% 21% 625
Gov Vote with  McDonnell/lean 65% 15% 3% 17% 351
Leaners McDonnell
Deeds/lean Deeds 4% 83% 1% 13% 211
Party Democrat 9% 73% 1% 17% 159
identification  Republican 65% 15% 3% 17% 195
Independent 34% 36% 3% 27% 240

Based on likely voters
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Q.9 From what you have heard or read, would you say Bob
McDonnell is very conservative, conservative, moderate,
liberal or very liberal?
Very Liberal/ Don't Number of
conservative Conservative Moderate very liberal  know cases
All likely voters 17% 51% 16% 7% 10% 625
Gov Vote with McDonnell/lean 6% 69% 20% 2% 4% 351
Leaners McDonnell
Deeds/lean Deeds 38% 31% 10% 14% 7% 211
Party Democrat 27% 32% 16% 14% 12% 159
identification  gepublican 7% 70% 14% 3% 6% 195
Independent 17% 50% 17% 5% 11% 240
Based on likely voters
Q.10 From what you have heard or read, would you say Creigh
Deeds is very conservative, conservative, moderate, liberal or
very liberal?
Conservative/ Very Don't Number of
very conservative Moderate Liberal liberal know cases
All likely voters 8% 32% 33% 11% 16% 625
Gov Vote with McDonnell/lean 5% 18% 45% 19% 13% 351
Leaners McDonnell
Deeds/lean Deeds 15% 55% 19% 2% 8% 211
Party Democrat 14% 47% 22% 3% 13% 159
identification  Republican 4% 14% 54% 17% 12% 195
Independent 8% 34% 27% 12% 18% 240

Based on likely voters
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Q.11 How would you rate the job
Tim Kaine is doing as Governor?

Number who

Excellent/Good Fair/Poor rated

All adults who rated 43% 57% 930
VA Region Northwest 35% 65% 159
Northern VA 44% 56% 197

West 38% 62% 210

South Central 44% 56% 167

Tidewater 50% 50% 197

Party identification Democrat 61% 39% 273
Republican 27% 73% 260

Independent 38% 62% 337

Likely voters Likely voters 44% 56% 607
Not likely/not registered 42% 58% 323

Q1. Direction of the state Right direction 66% 34% 374
Wrong track 23% 77% 449

Based on all adults with an opinion
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Q.13 Overall, do you think the financial management of state
government in Virginia is excellent, very good, good, fair, or
poor?
Excellent/ Number of
Very good Good Fair Poor Don't Know cases
All adults 10% 31% 36% 16% 7% 1007
VA Region Northwest 6% 25% 41% 23% 5% 166
Northern VA 12% 37% 32% 11% 8% 224
West 15% 27% 37% 17% 4% 224
South Central 5% 30% 38% 20% 7% 178
Tidewater 10% 32% 37% 15% 7% 215
Party Democrat 12% 39% 32% 12% 6% 299
identification Republican 8% 25%  43%  19% 4% 274
Independent 9% 32% 37% 15% 6% 360
Likely voters Likely voters 14% 31% 39% 14% 3% 625
Not likel t
ot likely/no 6% 31%  33%  19% 10% 382
registered
Q. 16 Rating of Excellent/Good 22% 42% 26% 2% 8% 266
state economic  Qnly fair 7% 34% 41% 12% 5% 486
conditions
Poor 1% 13% 42% 38% 6% 230

Based on all respondents
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Q.14 How would you rate the job Barack
Obama is doing as President?

Excellent/Good Fair/Poor Don’t know  Number of cases
All adults 49% 48% 3% 1007
VA Region Northwest 41% 56% 3% 166
Northern VA 57% 41% 2% 224
West 37% 60% 3% 224
South Central 43% 53% 4% 178
Tidewater 60% 37% 3% 215
Party identification Democrat 82% 17% 1% 299
Republican 15% 82% 4% 274
Independent 42% 55% 3% 360
Gender Men 42% 54% 3% 514
Women 56% 41% 3% 493
Race White 39% 58% 3% 791
Black 85% 12% 3% 130
Age 18-44 54% 43% 3% 335
45-64 47% 51% 2% 406
65 and older 44% 51% 5% 241
Education H.S. or less 48% 49% 3% 351
Some college 44% 55% 2% 253
College grad or more 55% 42% 3% 397
Family Income Under $50,000 51% 47% 2% 358
S50K to under $100K 49% 49% 2% 268
$100,000 or more 48% 50% 2% 197
Likely voters Likely voters 43% 54% 3% 625
Not likely/not registered 57% 40% 4% 382

Based on all respondents
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Q.16 How would you rate economic conditions in
Virginia today--excellent, good, only fair, or poor?
Number of
Excellent/Good  Only fair Poor Don't know cases
All adults 27% 47% 23% 3% 1007
VA Region Northwest 18% 52% 27% 3% 166
Northern VA 38% 45% 15% 2% 224
West 17% 51% 30% 3% 224
South Central 20% 45% 33% 2% 178
Tidewater 32% 46% 18% 5% 215
Party Democrat 33% 45% 19% 2% 299
identification Republican 19% 53% 24% 3% 274
Independent 29% 48% 22% 2% 360
Gender Men 29% 47% 22% 3% 514
Women 25% 47% 24% 3% 493
Race White 23% 50% 25% 2% 791
Black 37% 43% 15% 6% 130
Age 18-44 27% 47% 22% 3% 335
45-64 29% 45% 25% 1% 406
65 and older 26% 50% 18% 6% 241
Education H.S. or less 23% 45% 28% 4% 351
Some college 25% 45% 28% 2% 253
College grad or more 34% 51% 13% 3% 397
Family Income Under $50,000 21% 47% 29% 3% 358
$50K to under $100K 29% 51% 19% 2% 268
$100,000 or more 35% 46% 18% 1% 197
Likely voters Likely voters 29% 50% 18% 2% 625
Not likely/not 25% 43% 29% 4% 382
registered

Based on all respondents
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Q.17 Looking ahead a year from now, do you expect
that economic conditions in the state as a whole will be
better than they are at present, worse, or just about the
same as how?
About the Number of
Better Worse same Don’t know cases
All adults 47% 9% 38% 5% 1007
VA Region Northwest 43% 12% 38% 7% 166
Northern VA 52% 8% 34% 6% 224
West 46% 4% 45% 4% 224
South Central 45% 10% 43% 3% 178
Tidewater 47% 12% 34% 6% 215
Party Democrat 60% 4% 33% 3% 299
identification  Republican 39% 10% 45% 6% 274
Independent 44% 13% 39% 4% 360
Gender Men 48% 12% 35% 6% 514
Women 47% 7% 41% 5% 493
Race White 45% 10% 39% 5% 791
Black 54% 4% 36% 6% 130
Age 18-44 49% 10% 36% 5% 335
45-64 48% 10% 38% 4% 406
65 and older 43% 6% 42% 9% 241
Education H.S. or less 42% 10% 41% 7% 351
Some college 47% 11% 37% 5% 253
College grad or more 55% 7% 36% 3% 397
Family Income Under $50,000 48% 10% 38% 1% 358
S50K to under S100K 45% 12% 39% 5% 268
$100,000 or more 55% 5% 36% 4% 197
Likely voters Likely voters 48% 10% 38% 5% 625
Not likely/not 47% 9% 39% 6% 382
registered

Based on all respondents
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Q.18 How would you rate your own personal financial
situation? Would you say you are in excellent, good, only
fair, or poor shape financially?
Number of

Excellent/Good  Only fair Poor Don't know cases

All adults 47% 37% 14% 2% 1007
VA Region Northwest 48% 40% 6% 5% 166
Northern VA 60% 24% 14% 2% 224

West 37% 50% 13% 1% 224

South Central 48% 33% 18% 1% 178

Tidewater 40% 43% 15% 2% 215

Party Democrat 40% 44% 14% 2% 299
identification Republican 51% 39% 9% 1% 274
Independent 51% 32% 16% 2% 360

Gender Men 49% 36% 13% 1% 514
Women 45% 38% 14% 3% 493

Race White 51% 36% 11% 2% 791
Black 37% 44% 17% 3% 130

Age 18-44 49% 35% 15% 1% 335
45-64 47% 40% 11% 1% 406

65 and older 43% 39% 14% 4% 241

Education H.S. or less 30% 47% 20% 3% 351
Some college 47% 39% 13% 1% 253

College grad or more 71% 24% 5% 1% 397

Family Under $50,000 24% 53% 23% 1% 358
Income $50K to under $100K 56% 33% 9% 2% 268
$100,000 or more 81% 15% 4% 197

Likely voters Likely voters 58% 32% 8% 2% 625
Not likely/not 34% 43% 21% 2% 382

registered

Based on all respondents
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Q.19 Overall, would you say the economic downturn
has hurt the financial situation for you and your family
a great deal, some, not too much, or not at all?
Not too
much/ Number of
A great deal Some not at all Don't know cases
All adults 26% 46% 26% 2% 1007
VA Region Northwest 29% 47% 21% 2% 166
Northern VA 20% 40% 38% 2% 224
West 30% 49% 19% 2% 224
South Central 27% 48% 24% 1% 178
Tidewater 26% 51% 22% 1% 215
Party Democrat 27% 44% 28% 1% 299
identification  Republican 22% 52% 26% 1% 274
Independent 28% 45% 26% 2% 360
Gender Men 26% 45% 27% 1% 514
Women 25% 47% 25% 3% 493
Race White 25% 49% 25% 1% 791
Black 27% 44% 26% 3% 130
Age 18-44 25% 44% 29% 1% 335
45-64 29% 49% 21% 1% 406
65 and older 19% 48% 27% 5% 241
Education H.S. or less 33% 42% 22% 4% 351
Some college 24% 44% 32% 0% 253
College grad or more 18% 54% 28% 0% 397
Family Income Under $50,000 37% 43% 19% 2% 358
$50K to under $100K 25% 48% 27% 0% 268
$100,000 or more 13% 47% 40% 0% 197
Likely voters Likely voters 25% 52% 22% 1% 625
Not likel
ot likely/not 27% 40% 30% 3% 382
registered

Based on all respondents



